FIREWORKS SAFETY
The Town of Boonton is issuing educational and safety information concerning the possession and
use of fireworks.
New Jersey Explosives and Fireworks Act – N.J.S.A. 21:2-1 et seq.
In 2017, the State of New Jersey amended the statute that governs the use of explosives and
fireworks in what is known as the New Jersey Explosives and Fireworks Act (N.J.S.A. 21:2-1 et
seq.). This statute removed the previous ban on all fireworks, and distinguished between
permissible devices and devices that remain prohibited absent a valid permit.
Permissible fireworks include hand-held sparklers, smoke-creating devices, novelty devices
(poppers, snappers, etc.), and ground-based sparkling devices. These devices can only be sold
individuals 16 years of age or over.
Prohibited “explosive” fireworks are aerial-based devices such as Sky Rockets, Bottle Rockets,
Firecrackers, Roman Candles, and reloadable shell and tube devices that shoot flammable and/or
exploding balls. These items can only be possessed and used by individuals who have been issued
a valid permit, such as professional fireworks and pyrotechnic display companies.
Violations
There are criminal penalties for violating this statute, as follows:


It is a fourth degree crime to sell, offer or make available to sell, or possess with intent to
sell, any fireworks, other than permissible devices to individuals who are 16 years of age
or older. Violators face up to 18-months in prison and a $10,000.00 fine.



It is a petty disorderly persons offense for anyone to purchase, use, discharge, cause to be
discharged, ignite, fire or otherwise set in action, or possess any prohibited device without
having the required permit. Violators face up to 30-days in jail and a $500.00 fine.

**Please be responsible and act according to the law when purchasing or using fireworks**
**Report all violations or concerns to the Boonton Police Department promptly**
Boonton Police Department: (973) 402-9371

