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SPECIAL BUDGET WORKSESSION
AGENDA

January 25, 2020
Mayor & Board of Aldermen          Town of Boonton

Special Meeting                100 Washington Street
           Boonton, NJ 07005

All cell phones must be turned off

CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 8:00 a.m.

FLAG SALUTE  -  ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALDERMAN TITLE PRESENT ABSENT

Mr. Edward  Robillard 1st Ward Alderman X

Mr. Cyril Wekilsky 1st Ward Alderman X

Dr. Edina Renfro-Michel 2nd Ward Alderwoman X

Ms. Marie DeVenezia 2nd Ward Alderman X

Mr. Joseph Bock 3rd Ward Alderman X

Mr. Joseph Fenske 3rd Ward Alderman X- 8:05 a.m.

Mr. Michael Cardillo 4th Ward Alderman X

Mr. Michael Wade 4th Ward Alderman X – 8:10 a.m.

Mayor Richard Corcoran Mayor X

Mr. Fred Semrau/Mr. Edward Pasternak Town Attorney

Mr. Neil Henry Administrator X

Ms. Cynthia Oravits Town Clerk X

ADEQUATE NOTICE
Mayor's statement re: Adequate Notice of Meeting

This Special Meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  The 
purpose of the meeting is to discuss Departmental Budgets.

Notices of this meeting were e-mailed to the Daily Record and Citizen of Morris County Newspapers on 
Friday, January 24, 2020. In addition, copies of the notices were posted on the town website, the 
bulletin board of the Town Hall and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk on aforementioned date.  
Notices have remained continuously posted.

Proper notice having been given, the Municipal Clerk is directed to include this statement in the minutes
of this meeting.  

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Corcoran explained that historically, these meetings have been held by the Finance & Personnel 
Committee only and with the new administration, it was felt that they should be held with the entire 
board.

Administrator Henry explained the budget process, which begins in October of the previous year.  These 
meetings are held with the major departments.  

Boonton Fire Department
Chief D. Kaplan, Deputy Chief Joinson and Battalion Chief Cosentino came before the board to discuss 
their 2020 budget requests for the department.  

Regarding their Operating Budget, increases were being requested because of the need to keep up with 
aging equipment and repairs.  Decreases were made for Item 226 – Radio Equipment because of the 
move to the County for dispatching.  Other increases were requested for training.

Alderwoman Renfo-Michel asked how the Chief’s car is different from a regular pick-up truck – she was 
told the Chief’s car is the actual “Command Center” for operations, holding major computer equipment, 
radios, files, key boxes, etc.    Alderwoman DeVenezia asked if some radios could be transferred to a 
new vehicle and was told yes.
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Chief Joinson added that it is recommended to increase their budget by 5% for apparatus over 15 years 
old.  Upon Alderman Fenske comment about keeping their maintenance budget “flat”, Chief Kaplan 
explained most of their vehicles are new.

Neil Henry spoke about the fire department’s older vehicles.  When they are no longer needed, they are 
sold to Tom Corigliano, who collects them.  Although Mr. Corigliano owns those trucks, he allows the 
department to use them, if needed, for emergencies.  Chief Joinson explained that they also include these
reserve trucks in their “ISO” (insurance underwriting).  Therefore, the town gains a better ratings benefit 
for every property owner in Town by lowering insurance rates.  Chief Kaplan added that Mr. Corigliano 
also conducts maintenance on our trucks.  Chief Joinson feels he has paid the town approximately $5-
10,000 for the older trucks. Mayor Corcoran would like to see more clear numbers whenever he takes 
equipment.

Chief Kaplan said other towns call Boonton for Mutual Aid because they don’t have ladder trucks, etc.  
Alderman Cardillo feels other towns get so much from our BFD.  Alderwoman Renfro-Michel indicates 
that there is a Mutual Aid Agreement that was signed in 2016.

Regarding LOSAP (Length of Service Awards program), 43 members received full payout last year.

Capital Budget
Requested items include a new Chief’s Command Vehicle, which was denied in 2018 to 2020.  In the 
past 2 years, $6,000 has been put into it for repairs.  The Chief indicates he received a quote under the 
State Contract for $94,895 (November, 2019).

Also included includes Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus, Air bottles and equipment, Fire Turn-Out 
Gear, Paratech Rescue Heavy Vehicle Extrication & Stabilization System, personal escape system device 
and training and the Knox Box.  Other increases are recurring capital expenses every year.   Also 
requested is firehouse security as mandated from Homeland Security in 2003.

The Fire Department presentation ended at 9:40 a.m.

Department of Public Works
Mike Petonak and Bob Ezzi gave their proposals for the department’s 2020 budget.

Buildings & Grounds
Regarding the budget requests for Buildings & Grounds, Alderman Cardillo feels the need to include all 
of the public buildings, including the John Taylor bldg., the firehouses, etc.  He feels the proposed 
budget being prepared is “light” because it does not include the other buildings and facilities.  Mr. 
Petonak said Eric Joinson has just been hired as a full-time employee who is willing and capable of taking
care of the buildings and he feels a lot of projects can be handled by him.  Mr. Petonak added that there 
is a need to hire more employees in the public works department.

Alderman Wekilsky said building maintenance is needed before something breaks and we are not doing 
that now with the properties.

Capital requests including paving the Recycling Center Parking Lot (moved from 2018 to 2020), Crack 
Sealing (yearly expense), a new roof at the gazebo at Grace Lord Park, a new walk-behind mower and 
new rider mower.

Solid Waste & Recycling
Mr. Petonak explained that solid waste and recycling surcharges are being incurred.  Regarding line item
numbers 223, 225 -253, the police department takes responsibility for these expenses.

Streets & Roads
Operating expenses for road repairs and maintenance are raised by approximately $2,000 from 2019.

Capital requests include road improvements of four roads, replacement of front end John Deere loader 
(moved from 2018 to 2020), Dump Truck, Hot Patcher Dump Trailer, Reservoir Dr. Resurfacing, Wootton
Street Resurfacing, Phase 1, Replacement of the Vreeland Avenue Culvert, Boonton Housing Authority 
Stormwater Outfall Collapse Repair.  Other Capital Outlay includes 50% of the purchase of a new utility 
truck.

Sewer
There is a major increase in the charges to the RVRSA ($507,588)
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Sewer Capital requests include a utility truck w/plow to replace the 20008 truck (moved from 2019 to 
2020), Dukes Root Control, Tools for Hydro Dig and a lateral camera.  Also the sewer system capacity 
improvements for Myrtle Avenue to Roessler Street.

Water Utility
Water Capital proposals include a power valve operator trailer maintained with a vacuum (moved from 
2018 to 2020).  The Green Street 1MG Water Storage tank replacement project.  Other increases cover 
standing purchases every year.

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Mayor Corcoran opened the meeting to the public for comment or discussion.  Having nobody come 
forward, he closed this portion of the meeting.

ADJOURN

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m.

MOVED:  DeVENEZIA SECONDED:  WEKILSKY

VOICE VOTE: IN FAVOR: AGAINST:_____

__________________________________ Approved:______________________




